June Newsletter

Dear Wes Hosford Family!

Wow! How is it June already! It feels like we just got back from
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Christmas holidays! It was a great year.. the concerts were awesome, e e—
the dance was a huge success, and we had great quest speo\kers at our Wes Hosford SChOOI
assemblies! Now we have our Grade 6 Farewell and Sports Day to look Z%%%g,!;ggﬁ%g%&%&%g
forward to, as well as all the June field trips! Also, I can’t wait to see || 27 EBatreonA A"%ﬁ’&i’?ﬂ'ﬂ“&ﬁh
our playground extension underway this July! There is already a sign 5 OO .1l

posted on our playground fence..

Thank you to our School Council dnd Fundraising Society for the very successful Readathon, and all
the other initiatives that meant we could make some technology, music, and sports equipment
lourc"\o\ses, amonyg others. We have the most amazing team of volunteers that I've ever had the
pledsure of working with. You make our school extra special!

As summer vacation o\lolovoo\ckes, I can't stress enougl\ the importance of reo\o(ing with your children.
Practice is so important! If you want a great summer read, 5ourself, try Malcom Galdwell’s
“Outliers: The Story of Success” where he explains his famous “10,000 hours of practice” rule. As well,
you migk’c consider a visit to our Strathcona County Library this summer.

Over the summer, please continue to collect your receipts from the wye
Rodd Sdve-On-Foods and Boston Pizza and bring them into the office
in the fall. We get a percentage of the totals! skip the Depot is also still
running, so the cans and bottles from all your summer BBQs can help
out the school. I wish all our families, and staff as well, a relaxing, safe

summer vdcation.

(Read to the very end for important Sports Day information!)

School Council and Fundraising Society News!
At our annual AGM on May 9% voting was done for our SC and FS executive positions. Please join me

in saying a huge thank you to Kya Martin who has been donating her time for many years, and
whose time will benefit Junior High next year.

Our positions for the 24-25 school year include:

School Council Chair Tawnia McQueen

School Council Vice Chair Kilby Ritchie

Fundraising Chair Chantelle Auclair and Loretta Campbell
Fundraising Vice Chair Trenna Stott

Treasurer Erin Ramme

Secretary for both Amy Power

Thank you to these parents for volunteering their time and talents so that the whole
school can benefit!


https://www.sclibrary.ca/

Yearbook w»¢ ORDER YOUR

Our 5eo\rbook ordering page is now set up and dccepting orders. b ’
Orders will be accepteo( until August 1, 2024. The cost is $18.50 per : )
book. Please go to ybpay.ca to order your 2023-24 Yearbook. Enter &
the Yearbook 1D Code: 14371624 TODAY! .‘Q

Student Transportation: 2024-25 Registration

Plomning to use Student Transportation in the 2024-25 school year? If so, make sure your child is
registered so Elk Island Public Schools (EIPS) can plan routes and send your child a bus pdss before
the first day of school.

All students who indicated needing transportation services ‘tkrougk the returning student or new

student registration processes are now registered. Those families have also received tentative route
schedules dnd invoices—fees dre due June 30, 2024.

For those students who did not indicate needing transportation Q e

services o(u.ring the registration process dnd want to now register,
contact EIPS’ Student Transportation office at 780-417-8151.

For more information about EIPS Student Transportation, visit

www.e/,ps.ca/l‘rans,portat/on.

NOTE: Families can pay fees online using the PowerSchool Parent Portal. To pay in-person, visit the
EIPS Student Transportation building during its office hours—Monday to Friday, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.

on school do\gs dnd 8 a.m. to 4 p-m. on non-school do\gs.

2023-24 EIPS Annual Feedback Survey: For Parents and Caregivers - Results

now available

The results of the 2023-24 EIPS Annuadl Feedback Survey: For Parents and Caregivers are now
dvdilable. In March, the Division conducted the annual survey, which helps EIPS gauge its progress
toward meeting the goals and priorities outlined in its Four-Year Education Plan. Families were
asked a series of questions about their experiences with EIPS and the school their child attends, the
overall performance of the Division, the quality of education being provided to students and areas

for improvement.

Thank you to all families who took the time to share their feedback with the Division. Overall, the
survey received close to 1,900 responses from loowen‘ts and caregivers across EIPS. The Division, and
schools, will now review the feedback in detail and use it to develop new strategies to serve students
and the wider community better.

The full results are available online:
2023-24 Parent and Caregiver Survey results: EIPS
2023-24 Parent dnd Caregiver Survey results: Wes Hosford School



https://ybpay.lifetouch.ca/Order/SelectJob
http://www.eips.ca/transportation
https://powerschool.eips.ca/public/home.html
https://www.google.com/maps/place/53%C2%B030'38.4%22N+113%C2%B016'18.0%22W/@53.5108743,-113.2715594,18z/data=!4m4!3m3!8m2!3d53.510672!4d-113.271667
https://www.eips.ca/trustees/four-year-education-plan
https://www.eips.ca/engage/annual-feedback-survey
https://eipsca.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/WHF/Shared%20Documents/Office%20Data/Assurance%20Review/23-24/WHF_ParentSurvey2024_Responses(1).pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=Q0c8vj

EIPS Annual Education Results Report

Every year, Elk tsland Public Schools (EIPS) publiskes dan Annual Education Results Report, which
outlines the Division’s Four-Year Education Plan, opportunities for growth and how it's supporting
students to achieve the best possible outcomes. Redd through this year's £/PS Annual Education
Results Report 2022-23 dnd discover how EIPS fosters ledrning environments for all students to
learn, grow and thrive—and why it matters.

June Spotligh't: EIPS Four-Year Education Plan: 2022-26 (Year 3), which details the Division’s
priorities, goals and outcomes over a Four-jear period.

e Priority 1: To promote the growth and success of all students.
e Priority 2: To enhance high-quality learning and working environments.
® Priority 3: To enhdnce public education through effective engagement.

The plan also outlines the performance measures and strategies the Division will use to meet each

Priorit\j, 9oa| and outcome in the 2024-25 school year.

RELATED INFORMATION

E1PS Annual Education Results Report 2022-23

EIPS Annual Education Results Report 2022-23: Overview
EIPS Three-Year Capital Plan: 2025-28

Did You Know?

EIPS is collectively committed to ensuring all members of the school community are provided with

welcoming, caring, respectful and safe learning environments that respect diversity and foster a

sense of belonging.

Specifically, the Division believes that all individuals within EIPS have the right to learn in settings
that promote equality of opportunity, dignity and respect regardless of race, age, ancestry, place of
origin, colour, religious beliefs, gender, gender identity, gender expression, physical or mental
diso\bili'tj, mavrital status, Folmilj status, socioeconomic status and sexual orientation. Learn more:

e Board Policg 19: Welcomir\g, Caring, Res!oec‘tFul and Safe Learning dnd Wovking

Environments

e Administrative Procedure 170: Welcoming, Caring, Res!oec‘tFul and Safe Learning and

Working Environments for Staff

® Administrative Procedure 311: Welcoming, Caring, Res!oecﬂ:ul and Safe Learning

Environments for Students



https://www.eips.ca/download/433826
https://www.eips.ca/download/433826
https://www.eips.ca/trustees/four-year-education-plan
https://www.eips.ca/download/433826
https://www.eips.ca/download/433826
https://www.eips.ca/download/433828
https://www.eips.ca/download/433828
https://www.eips.ca/about-us/planning-and-results#CapitalPlanning
https://www.eips.ca/about-us/board-policies/19
https://www.eips.ca/about-us/board-policies/19
https://www.eips.ca/about-us/administrative-procedures/170
https://www.eips.ca/about-us/administrative-procedures/170
https://www.eips.ca/about-us/administrative-procedures/311
https://www.eips.ca/about-us/administrative-procedures/311

Pre-kindergarten Programming at EIPS

Is there a preschooler in your life experiencing developmental delays or challenges with speech-

language or motor-skill development—big or small? 1f so, Elk Island Public School’s Play And Learn
at School (PALS) program could help.

Early learning lays the foundation for success in primary grades and beyond. As such, EIPS offers
the pre-kindergarten PALS program in five of its elementary school locations. Applications are still
open for free speech-language assessments for those interested in registering in the PALS program
this fall. The assessment helps determine if PALS is appropriate for your child.

If you know a preschooler, born in 2020 or 2021, who could benefit from pre-kindergarten
programming or want to book an assessment, fill out the PALS Program Request Form or call 780-

417-8219. For more information, visit eips.ca.

Accessing User Accounts: Students Leaving EIPS

Is your child graduating from or leaving EIPS at the end of the school year? If so, they must ensure
any information they want to retain from their school cloud dccounts is downloaded onto a
personal device before leaving.

® Google account - Students must download any wanted content before August 6—download

files either individually or in bulk using Google Takeout.

*  Microsoft dccount - students must downlodd any wanted content from their OneDrive
dccount before August 6.

After Aug. 6, 2024, EIPS will deactivate the account.

Updating Your Contact Information

Have you recently moved or hds your contact information changed? Elk Island Public Schools (EIPS)
encourages families to review their information the Division has on file to ensure it's up to date.
Using the Student Information Update available through the PowerSchool Parent Portal, families
can review their information on file for each student—including addresses, phone numbers, email

addresses, parent and 9uardian information, emergency contacts, medical details and other
related information—and submit any updates needed.

NOTE: Only submit updates for the changes that have already taken

place. If you're moving this summer, you'll submit the necessary o
updates through the Student Information Update after you've moved
at the start of next school year. The form is open—for current-year

updates—until June 14 at noon. It will reopen for families at the start
of next school year.


https://permission.click/GjpXw/ca
https://www.eips.ca/programs-services/early-learning/pre-kindergarten/registration
https://takeout.google.com/
https://powerschool.eips.ca/public/home.html

REMINDER: 2023-24 School Fees

School fees for the 2023-24 school year are posted on the PowerSchool Parent Portal. All fees are
due within 30 days of being posted. Throughout the year, fees are often added to cover the costs
for various activities, such as field trips, extracurricular activities, and late, damaged or lost

textbooks.

To access your fee information, simply log in to the PowerSchool Parent Portal and go to “Student
Fees.” There you can view fees and pay them online using a Mastercard or Visa credit or debit card.
Make sure to monitor your child’s account on dn ongoing basis.

For more information about school fees, waivers and Paymen‘t deadlines, visit ef,ps.ca/sc/wols/f'ees.

And, if you have questions, think there is an error or need help creating a PowerSchool Parent
Portal account, contact your child’s school directly before the summer break.

NOTE: Pursuant to Board Po[ic\g; 23: School Fees and Administrative Procedure 505: School and
Administrative Fees, EIPS will forward any unpaid 2023-24 fee amounts to a collection agency. To

prevent this from happening, remember to pay your fees before Aug. 31, 2024.

Little Elk Island Adventure: Registration

Elk 1sland Public Schools is once again planning to run the Little Elk Island
Adventure, a fun and informative program for first-time school bus riders.

Annually, student Transportation offers the Little Elk Island Adventure to
new riders and their parents. The program’s aim: To help introduce families
to busing so they feel comfortable and at ease before even starting school.
Through a series of activities, riders ledrn about school bus safety, danger
zones, tips on boarding and how to sit properly on the bus. After that, both
the children and parents hop on the bus to practice what they've learned by
venturing out on a short ride.

The Little Elk Island Adventure is for first-time school bus riders entering the 2024-25 school year.
The tentative session dates and times are as follows:

Location Date Time
EIPS Central Services August 12 5p.m.
EIPS Central Services August 12 0:30 p.m.
EIPS Central Services August 14 5p.m.
EIPS Central Services August 16 2 p.m.
EIPS Central Services August 16 5p.m.
EIPS Central Services August 19 2 p.m.
EIPS Central Services August 19 5p.m.
EIPS Central Services August 20 5p.m.
EIPS Central Services August 20 0:30 p.m.

EIPS Central Services August 21 5p.m.


https://powerschool.eips.ca/public/home.html
https://www.eips.ca/schools/fees
https://www.eips.ca/about-us/board-policies/23
https://www.eips.ca/about-us/administrative-procedures/505
https://www.eips.ca/about-us/administrative-procedures/505

Location Date Time
EIPS Central Services August 21 0:30 p.m.

EIPS Central Services August 14 2 p.m.
* Special Education session for PALS and Project Unit Funding students only.

SouthPointe School August 13 5 p.m.
SouthPointe School August 13 6:30 p.m.
** SouthPointe School locations are for students attending schools in Fort Saskatchewan.

SouthPointe School August 22 5 p.m.
* Special Education session for PALS and Project Unit Funding students only.

A.L. Horton Elementary August 15 5p.m.

*** The A.L. Horton Elementary location is for students attending schools in Vegreville and the
surrounding area. This session is a combined session for reqular busing students and Special
Education students for PALS and Project Unit Funding students.

EIPS Central Services is located at 683 Wye Rd., Sherwood Park

SouthPointe School is located at 77 SouthPointe Blvd., Fort Saskatchewan
A.L. Horton Elementary is located at 5037 48 Ave., Vegreville

Regis‘tev Now

Space is limited and pre-registration is required.

More information about busing for kindergarten children is available at:

eips.ca/transportation/kindergarten-busin g-fagq.

Tools for School
Wes Hosford School has once again partnered with the United Way for the 2024-25 Tools for School
campaign. Annually, Tools for School provides backpacks and school supplies to students in

kindergarten through Grade 12 whose families have limited resources. If you're a parent or know a
parent who needs dccess to the program, contact the school directly. staff will discretely provide
the backpack to the child at the beginning of the 2024-25 school year.

Alternol'tivelj, if 5ou'd like to donate to the program, you can pick up o few extra Suplolies when

7, FOR

you're out shopping for back to school in August. Drop-off boxes
are located at the EIPS Central Services office, many Staples

locations and various businesses in the commu.ni'tg. Any Suplolies ] )
donated within the community are invested back into the |

regior\.

For more information about Tools for School, contact EIPS
Central Services at 780-464-3477.

i
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Tools for School Requests: 2024-25 Folmilj Orders



https://permission.click/yOlG9/ca
http://www.eips.ca/transportation/kindergarten-busing-faq
https://www.myunitedway.ca/tools-for-school/
https://stores.staples.ca/
https://stores.staples.ca/
https://permission.click/DxWjn/ca

Upcoming events and important dates:

June: National Indigenous History Month

June 3 - 7: Pride Week

June 5: Early Dismissal

June 6: Grade 6 Farewell

e June 7: Treat Day!

e June 11: Last day to volunteer for Sports Day!

e June 13: School Council’s Volunteer Appreciation
o 7:00 at Wye Road Boston Pizza
o All WHF parents/caregivers are welcome

June 14: Hot Lunch Day!

June 18: Popcorn Day!

June 19: Gr6 Social Studies PAT

June 20: Gr 6 Science PAT

June 21: National Indigenous Peoples Day

June 24: Hot Lunch!

June 25: Sports Day and Family Picnic

June 26: Last instructional day

We are excited to inform you that Tuesday, June 25 will be
Wes Hosford’s Sports Day!

Scroll Down for important SPORTS DAY information!



https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1100100013718/1708446948967

Sports Day!
June 25, 2024

Safety:
e Flip flops, sandals, boots or crocs pose a safety risk in most events, therefore,

running shoes are recommended.

e Please ensure thatyour child is dressed appropriately for the weather as the majority
of the events will be taking place outside. We will not be canceling our Sports Day
unless we are experiencing extreme weather.

¢ Ifyouwould like your child to be wearing sunscreen and bug spray, we kindly ask that
you send your child to school with those items already applied, and with extra in their
backpacks. A hatis also recommended.

General Information:
e Students will be traveling to each activity as a class.
e The activities will commence at 10:20 a.m. and will be completed by 2:20 p.m. At
2:20 p.m. we will be meeting to end the day with friendly Tug-of-War competitions.
e Atthe end of the day students will receive a frozen treat courtesy of our Fundraising
Society.
e Students will be dismissed at 3:10 p.m. as usual.

Parent Volunteers:
e Come join the fun this Sports Day! Our volunteers will be assigned an event to
facilitate and will be supplied with their event rules and equipment.
¢ Please click this link to volunteer. Deadline for volunteering is June 11.

Family Picnic:

¢ Wes Hosford family members are welcome to pack a picnic lunch and join their
child(ren) for lunch around our school grounds. We recommend bringing something
from home or ordering ahead of time as long lines at local food establishments can
delay the family fun.

e At12:00 p.m. you may pick up your child outside at their regular entry doors and find
a spot in the playground/field and enjoy a picnic. Students will be expected to return
to their classrooms by 1:02 p.m. for attendance before resuming activities.

o Ifyour child is in Grades 1 to 3 and you’re unable to make it to the picnic, please let
their teacher know. This way we can buddy the students with a friend.

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact your child’s teacher.
We hope to see you there!

Your Wes Hosford Sports Day Committee


https://forms.gle/YRjaZbDEFkanAZ7G8

